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FACULTY SENATE 
FEBRUARY 13, 1995 
1487 
3675 Gerald Peterson 
Library 
2. Comments from Provost Marlin. 
Provost Marlin explained that the last year the Senate undertook the 
initiative to address retention rates for minority students and felt 
that a mentoring program could improve the rate of retention. Faculty 
were contacted by the Senate and many signed up to serve as mentors. 
These faculty were invited to a training workshop which was held last 
week. However, there was low attendance. She commented that another 
workshop would be held in hopes that with more notice there will be a 
better response. She encouraged faculty participation for this 
important program. 
Provost Marlin noted that legislation is currently in session, but not 
much has happened with our appropriations request. She encouraged 
faculty to indicate their support to their legislators for the 
Performing Arts Center. 
The student outcomes assessment annual report will be discussed at the 
Board meeting which will be held on the UNI campus on Wednesday. The UNI 
University-Wide Committee on Student Outcomes is chaired by Reinhold 
Bubser and Bill DiBrito. Provost Marlin explained that there is an 
unevenness throughout the campus regarding student outcomes assessments, 
and that the University-wide Committe will be holding college meetings 
to discuss studnet outcomes within each department. This report is now 
required by the North Central Accreditation. 
The Board will receive the reaccreditation report for the Masters in 
Speech, Language, and Audiology, and they will also review, and take 
action on recommended POLs. Provost Marlin commented that faculty 
productivity has been deleted from the docket. The committee on four-
year graduation rates will present its recommendations to the Board at 
its March meeting. 
De Nault asked whether a department is reimbursed when a faculty member 
receives a POL, and Provost Marlin replied that a per capita amount is 
reimbursed to the college. 
Chair Gable wondered is there was any training for faculty regarding 
student assessments. Provost Marlin stated that some faculty have 
attended workshops, but that program academic outcomes is part of the 
professional responsibility of faculty. 
Primrose questioned what the progress of the reports generated on 
graduation rates. Provost Marlin expla1ned that the regents committee 
will forward its recommendations for the Board in March. Primrose 
recommended that full-time equivalence be moved from 12 to 15 credit 
hours. Provost Marlin commented that the credit hours for full-time 
students for financial aid purposes are decided by federal guidelines, 
but the problem is that these guidelines (12 hours) are not full-time 
fro academic purposes. 
CALENDAR 
548 Request from Reinhold Bubser and Michael Shott to List Courses 
Alphabetically in the UNI Catalogue and Class Schedules. Chair 
Gable distributed additional information regarding this calendar 
item. Amend/Primrose moved/seconded to docket in regular order. 
Motion Carried. (Docket 478) Appendix A. 
549 Request from Presidential Search Committee Chair Hovet to 
Approve Nominations of Faculty to Serve on the Presidential 
Search Committee. Primrose/Baum moved/seconded docket at the 
end of the session today. (Docket 479) Appendix B. 
550 Request from Faculty Chair Longnecker to Approve Nominations for 
the Regents Award for Faculty Excellence. DeNault/Primrose 
moved/seconded to docket at the end of today's docket 479. 
Motion carried. (Docket 480). Appendix C. 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Chair Gable expressed her appreciation to the senators for input to the 
proposal regarding faculty productivity. She commented that Senator Krieg and 
his department has shown an interest in conducting a study regarding faculty 
productivity. 
DOCKET 
545 476 Resolution from Senator De Nault to change the 
definition of letter grades effective Fall 1995. De 
Nault/Baum moved/seconded to approve the resolution. 
Brown questioned whether Registrar Patton would be attending today's 
Senate meeting to give his views on this resolution, and why the 
definition of grades was not in the current calendar. De Nault 
commented that the definition was in all calendars but the current 
calendar. Brown explained that when he gives a grade it is in 
conjunction with how student are performing and how he differentiates 
between one student and the next. De Nault commented that grades are 
being handled differently across campus. 
Amend stated that he had a negative reaction to "good" and "fair," and 
he felt that these terms took away from his autonomy. Schroeder 
explained that she assigns grades according to where the student sits on 
the curve. De Nault expressed that he felt there is no basis for get 
the A,B,C,D, or F, and that was unfair to the students. Brown commented 
that this issue was not that critical and that possibly all our students 
may be above average. Baum stated that she endorsed the motion. 
Phil Patton arrived and responded to the question as to why the current 
calendar didn't contain the grade definition that this was just an 
omission. Patton explained that a "C" is considered average no matter 
what term is given to the grade. De Nault asked how this compared to 
the national definition. Gable stated that usually grades on done on a 
numerical basis, to which Patton agreed. Brown questioned the student 
representative, Erin Remke, what he personal views on the subject were. 
Remke replied that students look at the number (GPA), not the 
description of the grade. 
De Nault called for a division on the vote. 3 yes, 10 no. Motion 
defeated. 
547 477 Request from Senator Amend to grant the Academic 
Integrity Sub-committee of the National Collegiate 
Athletics Certification Self-Study a hearing regarding 
the intercollegiate athletics program in the university 
community. Brown/ Primrose moved/seconded to approve 
the motion. 
Amend explained that he would like to the Senate to devote one hour of 
time to discuss the NCAA self-study. De Nault asked if other groups 
also want to meet with the Senate, and Gable responded that Dave 
Whitsett had also submitted a request to hold a discussion with the 
Senate. Amend commented that the committee is looking at data from the 
past several years and would like to present the information at the 
February 27 Senate meeting. 
De Nault moved to amend the motion to replace the Academic Integrity 
Sub-committee with subcommittees. Motion carried. Chair Gable will 
request Whitsett to attend the next meeting. 
The senate moved into executive session to discuss the following docket items. 
549 479 Request from Presidential Search Committee Chair Hovet 
to Approve Nominations of Faculty to Serve on the 
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550 480 
Presidential Search Committee. Highnam/Schroeder 
moved/seconded to approve the nominations. Motion 
carried. 
Request from Faculty Chair Longnecker to Approve 
Nominations for the Regents Award for Faculty 
Excellence. Amend/Baum moved/seconded to approve the 
nominations. Motion carried. 
There being no further business, De Nault/Primrose moved/seconded the meeting 
adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Donna Uhlenhopp 
Secretary 
These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or protests 
are filed with the Secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this date, 
February 20, 1995. 
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